Christianity.     They very rarely show hostile feeling, in spite of their defeat, but it is not a serious religious phenomenon to them, as such.    It has been  said   that, in  the  condition of the Roman empire, an extreme of asceticism was the proper and effective ideal to set up.    The study of this group of cultured pagans on the one hand, and of the hypocrisy of the clergy on the other, shows the utter futility of this statement.
Amongst the lower orders Christianity met less resistance, or at least a resistance which was more easily turned.    Showy processions, sacred banquets, and   sacred   games   were   the   only indispensable features    of    the    old    religion.      The    Church generously smoothed the path to the new temples as much as possible.     It  not only counselled the liberation of slaves and the giving of alms, but it acted with  policy and discretion  in  other ways. It admitted sacred banquets in the churches until late in the fourth, and in some places late in the fifth,   century.      Merchants   set   up   their  stalls about the church^ a  kind  of fair was instituted, and there was heavy drinking, dancing, and panto-
